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A few days before finalizing this issue of the New Sound journal, when we 
would be determining, as we did every time over the past several decades, 
the timing of our final steps in preparing the English-language version of 
our journal, we had to stop, distraught at the news that our esteemed col-
league Tamara Rodwell Jovanović (1947–2025), a major pillar of all our 
editions in English, had died.
An excellent translator and proofreader in English, first employed at Radio 
Yugoslavia, then as an associate of Beta news agency, as well as an inter-
preter at The Hague tribunal, Tamara Rodwell Jovanović invested her high 
professionalism in spheres encompassing various themes and genres. Her 
broad education, especially deep in the fields of history, religion, and music, 
enabled writings not only in those individual areas, but also in intercon-
nected fields, as well as capital monograph publications/projects of the Na-
tional Museum in Belgrade and Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts to 
be included in the international scholarly production of analogous profiles 
in a fitting form.
In the same way, writings in every section of the New Sound journal, which 
are normally mostly interdisciplinary in their research, analytical, theo-
retical, and interpretative approaches, have likewise become a notable 
actor in international musicological communication.
With her great knowledge, experience in translating and proofreading, cu-
rious and lively spirit, from the first issue of the New Sound journal, dur-
ing its 32 years of existence thus far, Tamara Rodwell Jovanović was deeply 
committed to attaining top linguistic standards in its editions. She was pre-
cise in her proofreading interventions, discrete in her comments but always 
willing to illuminate us about the subtleties of the English language, resolve 
our dilemmas, and warn us about misconceptions. She did so with the ease 
of a great expert, in a penetrative, often rather witty manner, which never 
allowed an error to be repeated.
Tamara Rodwell Jovanović leaves behind 64 editions of the New Sound 
journal, with our gratitude for her many decades of contributing to the Jour-
nal’s development and our dedication of this English-language issue to the 
memory of her invaluable professional and friendly collaboration with us.

M.V.H.


